
Important Reminders when Using 
USDA Nationwide Waivers for CACFP

Note: For SFSP, select USDA waivers may apply in the event of an unanticipated school closure.



Waiver Implementation Guidance 

Waiver Purpose of Waiver Important items to keep in 
mind

Extension/Expiration Date

Area Eligibility
At-Risk, Day Care Homes 
only 

This waiver allows schools and at-risk 
afterschool care centers, regardless of 
their location, to claim all NSLP 
Afterschool Snack Service and CACFP At-
Risk Afterschool Program meals and 
snacks at the free rate. 

This waiver also allows day care homes 
participating in the CACFP to claim all 
meals served to enrolled children at the 
Tier 1 rate, regardless of their location.  

This eligibility waiver only applies to At-
risk and daycare homes. 

• Operators must contact their 
assigned Application Specialist 
to be approved for this waiver. 

• Camps cannot use the area 
eligibility waiver. Camps must 
continue to collect IES Forms to 
support the free and reduced 
meals claimed.

• June 30, 2022



Waiver Implementation Guidance 

Waiver Purpose of Waiver Important items to keep in 
mind

Extension/Expiration Date

Specific Meal Pattern 
Flexibilities 
CACFP only 

Beginning July 1, 2021, the meal 
pattern flexibility waiver for CACFP will 
only waive the following three [3] meal 
pattern requirements. All other meal 
pattern requirements will remain in 
effect.
• That at least one [1] serving per day, 

across all eating occasions, must be 
whole grain rich.

• That the crediting of grains by 
ounce equivalents must be fully 
implemented by October 1, 2021.

• That low-fat milk (1 percent) must 
be unflavored. 

• Operators must complete & 
submit the Meal Pattern 
Waiver Request Form and must 
be approved prior to utilizing 
this waiver. 

• There must be a true and 
apparent shortage and need; 
meal pattern flexibilities must 
be targeted and justified upon 
disruptions in food products as 
a result of impacts of COVID.                                                                                        

• Operators are not allowed to 
use this waiver for 
convenience, preference or to 
reduce cost.

.

• June 30, 2022



Waiver Implementation Guidance 

Waiver Purpose of Waiver Important items to keep in 
mind

Extension/Expiration Date

Waiver to Allow 
Reimbursement for 
Meals and Snacks 
Served to Young 
Adults
CACFP only 

This waiver allows emergency shelters to 
claim reimbursement for meals and 
snacks served to individuals under the 
age of 25. Reimbursement at the free rate 
can be claimed for: 
• All reimbursable meals and snacks 

served to young adults ages 18-24, 
who reside in an emergency shelter 
participating in CACFP under section 
17(t) of the NSLA; and

• All reimbursable meals and snacks 
served to young adults ages 18-24, 
who receive services from an 
emergency shelter participating in 
CACFP as an at-risk center under 17(r) 
of the NSLA. 

• Operators are only eligible for 
reimbursement for meals 
actually served. Supporting 
documentation for all meals 
served must be maintained on 
file.

• Waiver in effect until the 
COVID-19 public health 
emergency is lifted.



Waiver Implementation Guidance 

Waiver Purpose of Waiver Important items to keep in 
mind

Extension/Expiration Date

Onsite Monitoring
CACFP only 

FNS waives that monitoring requirements 
included at 7 CFR 225.15(d) be conducted 
on site.

• Operators must complete & 
submit the Combined Waiver 
Request Form and must be 
approved prior to utilizing this 
waiver. 

• This waiver does not waive the 
requirement that monitoring 
visits be conducted.  Monitoring 
is still required. This waiver only 
waives the requirement that 
the monitoring visit(s) take 
place on site.  Monitoring visits 
can be conducted via desk 
reviews. Operators should 
familiarize themselves with the 
Sponsor Monitoring Guide 
During COVID, posted on 
DECAL's website under COVID-
19 Resources.

• Waiver has been extended 
until 30 days after the end 
of the public health 
emergency.

http://www.decal.ga.gov/Nutrition/Covid19Resources.aspx


Waiver Implementation Guidance 

Waiver Purpose of Waiver Important items to keep in 
mind

Extension/Expiration Date

Parent Pick-Up
CACFP only 

Under this waiver, program operators in a 
state with an approved waiver allowing 
non-congregate meal distribution during 
COVID-19 related operations may 
distribute meals to a parent or guardian 
to take home to their eligible children.

• Operators must complete & 
submit the Parent Pick-up 
Waiver Request Form and must 
be approved prior to utilizing 
this waiver. 

• The sponsor must obtain a 
verification method to 
distribute meals to parents.
• valid identification of child 

and adult
• a parent/guardian pick-up 

roster. 

• Parents/guardians can only 
pick-up meals for their own 
children.

• June 30, 2022



Waiver Implementation Guidance 

Waiver Purpose of Waiver Important items to keep in 
mind

Extension/Expiration Date

Non-Congregate 
Feeding
CACFP only 

The requirement that meals be served in 
a congregate setting and must be 
consumed by participants on site is 
waived during the public health 
emergency. 

• Operators must complete & 
submit the Combined Waiver 
Request Form and must be 
approved prior to utilizing this 
waiver. 

• This waiver only allows the 
meals to be consumed off-site. 
Meals cannot be dropped off.  

• Children can only pick-up meals 
for themselves. Children cannot 
pick-up meals for siblings or 
other children.

• Operators must remain on site 
during mealtimes indicated in 
the application and conduct 
POS (point of service) meal 
counts. 

• June 30, 2022



Waiver Implementation Guidance 

Waiver Purpose of Waiver Important items to keep in 
mind

Extension/Expiration Date

Meal Time
CACFP only 

The requirement that meals must follow 
meal service time requirements is waived 
during the public health emergency. This 
waiver may include multiple meal 
distribution and/or home meal delivery if 
requested on the Combined Waiver 
Request Form and approved by DECAL. 
Also, the waiver waives the amount of 
time that must elapse between the 
beginning of one meal to the next and 
duration of the meal service. Multiple 
meals allow for more than one [1] meal 
to be given at the same time if the 
operator is operating multiple meal 
services. This also allows the operator to 
distribute multiple meals on certain days. 

• Operators must complete & 
submit the Combined Waiver 
Request Form and must be 
approved prior to utilizing this 
waiver. 

• Operators are still required to 
adhere to program operations 
listed in the GA ATLAS 
application, including adhering 
to approved mealtimes in Site 
Applications even with this 
waiver approval. 

• June 30, 2022



Home Meal Delivery 

Waiver(s) Purpose Important items to keep in 
mind

Extension/Expiration Date

• Non-Congregate 
Feeding 

• Mealtime
CACFP only 

The home meal delivery method may be 
utilized with an approved non-congregate 
waiver. A mealtimes waiver may also be 
necessary to deliver meals outside of 
mealtimes indicated in the GA ATLAS Site 
Application. 

Note: If all requirements are not followed 
for the home meal delivery method, DECAL 
can unapproved utilization of this home 
meal delivery flexibility method. 

• Operators must select the home 
meal delivery method on the 
Combined Waiver Request Form 
to utilize this flexibility.

• This meal distribution method 
requires additional requirements 
and/or certification. 

• It is critical that operators 
protect the confidentiality of 
children and their households 
throughout this process.

• The procedures listed in the 
COVID-19 FAQ document must 
be followed for home meal 
delivery

• June 30, 2022


